
FULL COUNCIL  

13 APRIL 2021 

REPORT OF CABINET MEMBER FOR LEISURE, TOURISM AND SPORT 

1. COUNCIL UPDATE REGARDING LEISURE, TOURISM AND SPORT PORTFOLIO 

1.1 Purpose of Report 

To advise Members that a decision making session was held on 15 March 2021, 
covering CPH Leisure, Tourism and Sport. 

1.2 Background 

1.2.1 This report highlights some of those decisions which have been made, but not all. 
Members wishing to view all decisions made can find these at 
http://eservices.solihull.gov.uk/mgInternet/mgListCommittees.aspx?bcr=1 

1.2.2 Attached to this report is a list of decisions made. 

1.3 Decisions Monday 15 March 2021 

1.3.1 Revenue And Capital Monitoring 2020/21 as at 31 December 2020 

1.3.2 I received a report outlining the Portfolio’s latest forecast financial position and noted 
the latest approved revenue budget is £434,000. The forecast outturn expenditure for 
this year is £1,015 million giving an adverse variance of £582,000. This includes an 
adverse variance of £836,000 due to Covid-19 after funding from the Governments 
income recovery scheme has been applied.  

1.3.3 The Officer presenting the report was at pains to stress how important it was that 
Cabinet had sight of the latest financial position that covered the period to the end of 
December 2020. She reminded members that the Council’s financial position 
continues to evolve alongside the impact of the pandemic itself and the local situation 
for Solihull. Government guidance continues to change, further clarity on pressure 
emerges and new funding announcements are made. The estimates of the financial 
impact of Covid-19 included within the report are indicative, based on current 
assumptions and are likely to change over the course of the coming months.  

1.3.4 Members asked a series of questions around the report and sought assurance that 
during the lockdown necessary maintenance work had been undertaken at the two 
leisure centres. Officers re-assured members that on-going work was being 
continued which included compliance based work and replacing the spa at Tudor 
Grange Leisure centre. 

1.3.5 I then formally made the decisions as set out in full in the Appendix. 

 
1.4 Tudor Grange Leisure Centre Artificial Grass Pitch Refurbishment 

1.4.1 I heard this report in Private as it contained information relating to the financial affairs 
of the Council.  

1.4.2 In reviewing the Councils Leisure centre outdoor offer, works have been identified for 
Tudor Grange Leisure Centre’s artificial grass pitch (AGP) and for North Solihull 
Sports Centre’s outdoor areas. (This includes both the artificial grass pitch and track). 
The immediate priority is the replacement of the AGP at Tudor Grange with it coming 
to the end of its life. The work at North Solihull will be conducted towards the later 
part of 2021/22. 

http://eservices.solihull.gov.uk/mgInternet/mgListCommittees.aspx?bcr=1


1.4.3 Tudor Grange Leisure Centre’s first AGP was constructed adjacent to Solihull 
College approximately 25 years ago and was sand based. A re-development of the 
pitch was carried out in 2009, which converted the facility into a 3G (3rd generation) 
pitch which has a longer pile and is filled with a rubber crumb (ground tyres). The 
pitch has been managed by Everyone Active (EA) since June 2018. The facility hosts 
a number of football activities including 6-a-side leagues, College use, sports clubs 
and private leisure hires. 

1.4.4 The football pitch was tested against the FIFA standards and some issues were 
identified. With the pitch 10 years old and towards the end of its life, Sports Labs 
were commissioned, from a list of FA recommended test companies to carry out a 
condition survey. They concluded and recommended that the base needed work 
doing to it and that the pitch be re-laid with a new synthetic surface. The report 
highlighted that the pitch was heavily compacted; the line markings had faded; there 
were pitch deviations on the surface; the turf was flat; there was poor ball bounce; 
issues with infill distribution and poor fencing. Sports Labs recommended the 
replacement of the pitch.     

1.4.5 Officers have since carried out the following work: 

 Reviewed security at the site 

 Engaged with key stakeholders 

 Investigated external funding opportunities 

 Reviewed the FA’s guidance 

 Reviewed the guidance on the use of rubber crumb infill and associated guidance 

 Investigated the alternative infill for AGPs and sort references from sites in this 
country that have used cork infill 

 
1.4.6 Everyone Active, Solihull College and Birmingham City Ladies have been fully 

engaged in respect of what they would like to see in respect of their playing pitch 
requirements, as they are currently key users of the site. 

1.4.7 Officers went on to explain in some detail the sporting and environmental advantages 
of using cork, as a natural product, as the alternative infill material. There are some 
additional costs associated with this new material which Officers set out. The cost 
can be met from prior year savings generated from the re-procurement of the leisure 
centre management contract and from the Corporate Maintenance budget. 

1.4.8 These full costs are included in the yellow pages of the report. 

1.4.9 Members made a number of comments around how pleased they were to see that a 
cork infill was being recommended. They then asked a series of questions including 
Where there any flooding issues associated with the site? Are there any additional 
environmental funds available to assist with the development? and have any other 
sites been able to provide an update about the success or otherwise of the new cork 
infill? Officers provided responses to each of the questions. 

1.4.10 I then formally made the decisions as set out in full in the Appendix. 

 

 

 

 

 



1.5 Good News and Items of Interest 

1.5.1 Timetable for re-introduction of services at the Core. 

No earlier than the 12th April 
2021     

Encore Café Studio/Gallery Activities Theatre 
Table Service to outdoor tables Children’s course classes to 

recommence with social 
distancing 

Tech Team to reconvene for 
tech prep from 26th April  

      
No earlier than the 17th May 
2021     
Table service to indoor tables rule 
of 6 or two households 

Adult classes and courses 
reintroduced with social 
distancing 

Cinema/small scale theatre 
programme with socially 
distanced audience. 

    

Re-introduce Box Office 
counter service 

      

No earlier than the 21st June 
2021     
Re-introduce full covers capacity 
no restrictions on size of group 

Capacity restrictions lifted 
for classes and courses. 
Studio available for other 
activities 

Restriction on capacity lifted 
daytime performances re-
introduced 

 
1.6 Cultural update. 

1.6.1 Members will be delighted to learn that following the publication of the Sampad 
report, a further roundtable discussion about Solihull’s Cultural Recovery took place 
on Thursday 25 March. The Sampad report gave us an excellent baseline to 
understand the cultural sector and the roundtable discussion brought together a 
group from across the region to shape the Council’s plan for supporting cultural 
recovery in Solihull. Further information will be provided at my next decision making 
session. 

1.7 Leisure Centres. 

1.7.1 Our two leisure centres have continued to be used for community Covid testing and 
have also been opened up as a collection point for people who want to pick up ‘tests’ 
to carry out at home. I would also like to thank the staff from Everyone Active who 
have been deployed to support our local testing and contact tracing. It has been 
greatly appreciated. 

1.7.2 On the 12 April both leisure centres are due to re-open in line with government 
guidance. Council officers have worked with Everyone Active staff to ensure both 
centres will be fully compliant with all the necessary safeguarding measures. 

1.8 Summerfest 

1.8.1 I am delighted to announce that Summerfest is returning to Tudor Grange Park this 
year, subject to restrictions in place at the time on the following dates: 

Friday 23 July  
Saturday 24 July 
Sunday 25 July 



1.8.2 A further galaxy of stars will be performing during the three days, with a number of 
new initiatives to help those still concerned with social distancing. The organisers 
have taken the early decision to reduce the total amount of tickets sold to assist in 
that process. 

1.9 Commonwealth Games 

1.9.1 Work within the Council continues at pace to support the role of Solihull Council as a 
Host Authority. A Programme Manager has been appointed and is tasked with 
working closely with the Organising Committee and reporting monthly to the formal 
Project Board led by the Assistant Director Communities and Partnerships. I will 
receive a further report on this important work at my Decision making session on the 
19 April but the following work streams are now well underway: 

 Transport and Traffic Management; 

 Highways and Infrastructure; 

 Regulation and Enforcement; 

 Resilience; 

 Communications, Engagement, Volunteers and Promotion;  

 Street Scene – cleansing and parks management; 

 City Dressing and Wayfinding; 

 Live sites, Queens Baton Relay and City Activations. 
 

1.10 Future Items 

 Financial implications of coronavirus on the portfolio. 

 Continuing support to the local Leisure, Culture and Tourism industry following 
the coronavirus. 

 Cultural development following the publication of the Sampad report. 
 


